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university and the colleges concerned. It was hoped that this
scheme would bring about a closer relationship between the univer-
sities and the training-colleges. The Joint Board was responsible
for the examination of students, the Board of Education continuing
to examine in practical teaching, physical training, and other practi-
cal subjects, where desired by the university. Boards of Studies,
on which both universities and training-colleges were represented,
were constituted to frame syllabuses and nominate examiners. The
McNair Committee felt that the Joint Board system had not brought
about any great degree of co-operation between the training-colleges
and the universities or between the colleges themselves. The Com-
mittee suggested the appointment of a Central Training Council for
England and Wales, consisting of from three to five members and
having the duty "of advising the Board of Education about bringing
into being that form of area training service recommended in this
Report which the Board may decide to adopt." l
On the question of the method of integrating the institutions
responsible for the training of teachers in each area, the members
of the Committee were equally divided, and alternative schemes
were suggested. The first, now generally known as Scheme "A,"
envisaged the setting up of University Schools of Education, and
those who supported this alternative admitted that it involved a
"major constitutional change" in the organisation and administra-
tion of the education and training of teachers. The institution of
University Schools or Institutes of Education "will demand of the
universities a richer conception of their responsibility towards
education: it will also involve additional stafi, both teaching and
administrative. On the other hand, we are not proposing that the
universities should burden themselves with detailed administration,
but rather that they should accept responsibility for the general
supervision of the training of teachers and that in that task they
should have the active partnership of those already engaged in the
work and of others who ought to be engaged in it."2
The majority of the universities favoured Scheme "A," but since
conditions in them varied considerably, minor differences naturally
exist hi the set-up adopted. The general plan has been to
constitute a University Institute of Education for the purpose of
co-ordinating in the university's area the provision for the training
of teachers and to promote and provide facilities for study and
1 Report on Teachers and Youth Leaders, p. 143, H.M.S.O., 1944.
2 Ibid., p. 50.